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those educational restrictions of women within the limits of woman
hness, which still existed in matters of physical as well as mental
training in this country from the end of the Meiji Era into the earlier
days of Taisho, were silently removed
Earthquake the Turning Point*
The real turning point in the lives of the women of Nippon was
the great earthquake of 1923 Following this catastrophic disaster,
which necessitated the adoption of a new mode of living many girls
and women commenced entering business and commercial offices
heretofore closed to them They were mobilized in the emergency,
for every available adult human being, man or woman, was needed
in the gigantic task of reconstructing the vast devastated areas
Just as the World War gave the women of America and Europe
an opportunity to enter the mens sphere of business and industry>
so the earthquake of 1923 in Japan afforded the women and girls of
the land of demure kimono clad women,whose place until then was
strictly in the home, an opportunity to penetrate into their husbands
and brothers domain
Upon taking positions in offices the women soon discovered that it
was too expensive to wear their elaborate and costly kimonos to the
battered, quake shaken temporary business offices Many women
and girls, consequently, adopted the more practical European mode
of attire, and with this apparel came, naturally, coating of imported
facial cream, a dab of rouge and lipstick and the dipping, in some in-
stances, of tresses
What was more important, the women liked their new surround-
ings Once established in offices, they have been averse to surrender
their newly acquired rights
Such in brief is the history of a silent revolution among the daugh-
ters of Japan
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